JoAnne Simmons

BARBOUR BOOKS

nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn



\YACAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAY/AY

How Much Is All-
And How Much Does It Al Matter?

Raiseyour hand ifyou like math. I'm sitting hard on my hands because
I completely don’t, but I sure hope some of you do because the world
needs lots of people who are great at math.

Whether you like numbers or not, can you count to all?

That’s like asking if you can count to infinity. You just can’t do it.
Well, you could try, but then you’d spend the rest of your life counting
and you'd still never reach the end because (duh!) it’s infinity—and who
wants to count forever, no matter how much you like numbers?

The title of this book says it all matters to Jesus, emphasis on all.
That means there is no number limit to what matters to God, and there
are no limits on the types of things that matter to God.

If you're not a number lover, then maybe you’re a word lover, and
youlike dictionaries. If you check Merriam-Webster’s dictionary, you’ll
find definitions of all include, “the whole amount, quantity, or extent
of” and “every” and “any whatever.” That pretty much covers every
single thing we could think of, right? There is nothing that matters to
us that does not matter to God.

Andit’s not true just because it’s here in this book; it’s true because
God’sbook, His Word, the Bible, says it’s true. Check out these verses:

First Peter 5:7 (L) says to, “Give all your worries and cares to God,
for he cares about you.” Does it say just our big worries? No. It says all.

In the psalms we read, “Our Logp, we belong to you. We tell you
what worries us, and youwon’t let us fall” (Psalm 55:22 cev). We have
all sorts of things that worry us, from super stressful things to things
not quite so serious, but we can tell them all to God, and He won’t let

us down about them.



And no matter what, we can totally trust that “God will supply every
need of yours according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus” (Phi-
lippians 4:19 Esv). Every need, every worry, every fear, every problem,
every frustration, every anger, every thought. It all matters to Jesus.

Every joy does too.

Your worries and problems aren’t the only things that matter to God.
The happy things in your life—joy over getting a new pet or excitement
over an upcoming birthday party for afriend or an accomplishmentlike
finally sticking that landing in gymnastics—all those types of things
matter to Him as well. He wants to share in your joy, and He wants

you to thank and praise Him in all things, just like these verses say:

The Lorp is my strength and shield.
I trust him with all my heart.
He helps me, and my heart is filled with joy.

I burst out in songs of thanksgiving.

PsaLm 28:7 NLT
Shout for joy to the Lorp, all the earth.
Worship the Lorp with gladness;
come before him with joyful songs.

Psarm 100:1-2 N1v

Don’t worry about anything; instead,
pray about everything. Tell God what you need,
and thank him for all he has done.

PHILIPPIANS 4:6 NLT



And we know that for those who love
God all things work together for good, for those

who are called according to his purpose.

RomaNs 8:28 Esv

So, now you might be wondering how much the things in your
life, good or bad, matter to God. Just a little bit? Or a lot? The best
way to answer that is to focus on how much God loves you. When
someone really loves you, then every single aspect of your life, big or
small, matters to that person in a big way. And God sure does love you
in a ginormous way. You can’t ever really wrap your mind around it,
actually, but you can keep coming back to the following verses about
God’slove, reading them and memorizing them to help you remember

just how much every detail of your life matters to God.

But God shows his love for us in that while

we were still sinners, Christ died for us.
Rowmans 5:8 Esv

For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels
nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come,
nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else
in all creation, will be able to separate us from the

love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Romans 8:38-39 Esv

For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so
great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him.

PsaLm 103:11 Esv



And may you have the power to understand, as all
God’s people should, how wide, how long, how high,
and how deep his love is. May you experience the love
of Christ, though it is too great to understand fully.

EprHESIANS 3:18-19 NLT

This is real love—not that we loved God,
but that he loved us and sent his Son as
a sacrifice to take away our sins.

1 JounN 4:10 NLT

How great is God’s love for all who worship him?

Greater than the distance between heaven and earth!

Psarm 103:11 cEV

For God so loved the world that he gave his one
and only Son, that whoever believes in him

shall not perish but have eternal life.

JOHN 3:16 NIV

And if there’s any doubt left in your brain about how much God
cares about any and every little detail of your life, then think about
something for amoment. Do you think you could ever count all the hairs
onyour pretty head? They won’t go to infinity, of course, but still—what
along and boring task that would be! I'm sure you can think of much
more fun things to do like baking cookies with your BFF and eating
gobs of chocolate chip cookie dough. (Will you save me some? Yum!)

God has done it though. He cares so much about every detail of

your life that He’s counted the exact number of hairs on your head.



That’s pretty detailed.
You are extremely loved by God, and everything about you matters

to Him.

Aren’t two sparrows sold for only a penny?
But your Father knows when any one of them falls
to the ground. Even the hairs on your head are
counted. So don’t be afraid! You are worth
much more than many sparrows.

MatTHEW 10:29-31 CEV

.ﬁVp Write Aboul W L2545

Why do you think God loves you so very much?
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IT ALL MATTERS TO JESUS °%

Every worry you have matters to Jesus.

Every problem you face matters to Jesus.

Every fear that scares you matters to Jesus.

Every frustration that bothers you matters to Jesus.
Every anger you feel matters to Jesus.

Every sorrow you suffer matters to Jesus.

Every thought you think matters to Jesus.

Every joy you experience matters to Jesus.

Every accomplishment you achieve matters to Jesus.

Even the number of hairs on your head matters to Jesus.



o\ Write About L] <25
‘What do you want to share with God today?
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Can't Live with 'Em,
Can't Live without 'Em

It’s true—your family will absolutely drive you crazy sometimes, maybe
even a lot of the time. Sometimes we feel like we just can’t live with
them anymore, but we sure can’tlive without them either! Maybe your
little brother constantly messes with your stuff—even though you've
made clear it’s off-limits. (Didn’t he see the huge sign on your door to
KEEP 0UT?) Maybe your teenage sister just doesn’t understand you're
not trying to bother her; you just think she’s super cool and you want
to know all about her. (Well, okay, maybe you shouldn’t have been
sneaking to read all the texts on her phone.)

Maybe you don’t have siblings, but your parents are always on your
case about homework or music practice when you just want to chill.
Maybe your parents are divorced and you're tired of shuffling back
and forth and being stuck in the middle.

Or [insert your own stressful family situation here]. Maybe it’s
none or all of the above, but we all have ways that our family members
make us want to scream. And crazy or not, they’re the people in our
lives who’ve always got our backs, the people we love the very most,
the people God has purposefully placed us with.

So, does Jesus care about your family? Does He care if you
fight with your siblings? Does He care that it’s hard to obey your par-
ents sometimes? Does He care about the things that cause worry and
stress and pain in your family? Does He care when you’re missing your
cousins you only get to see on Thanksgiving? Yes, yes, yes, and yes!

God’s Word says in 1 Timothy 5:8, “People who don’t take care of
their relatives, and especially their own families, have given up their

faith. They are worse than someone who doesn’t have faith in the Lord”



(cev). Those are strong words, and they make it pretty clear how im-
portant family is to Jesus and how important our family should be to us.

So, if you have siblings, how’s that going? Do you fight a little or a
lot? What ways could you work harder to get along with them? Start
by looking for more ways to show love and respect for them.

If alittle brother wants to be in your stuff, try to find some extra
time to share your things with him. He might just want some attention
from you. And if your sister wants you to stop bugging her, try talking
things out and telling her why she’s so fascinating to you.

Things won’t ever be perfect, and your siblings will hurt your feel-
ings and you’ll both pick fights at times. But look up 1 Corinthians 13
in your Bible and work harder atloving them in the way those verses
talk about love. Don’t get upset too easily, and be quick to forgive and
forget. God will bless your efforts for trying to do things His way, living
in peace and love with your family members. And remember, don’t
ever stop asking for His help!

Here are some more excellent verses to encourage you in getting
along with your siblings:

Ask God to bless everyone who mistreats you. Ask him
to bless them and not to curse them. When others are
happy, be happy with them, and when they are sad,
be sad. Be friendly with everyone. Don’t be proud and
feel that you are smarter than others. Make friends
with ordinary people. Don’t mistreat someone who
has mistreated you. But try to earn the respect of
others, and do your best to live at peace with everyone.

RomaNs 12:14-18 cEV

Now, your parents...how well do you get along with them? I know

it sometimes seems like they never get off your back. There are so



many chores and homework assignments and a bazillion times when
you have to be patient or on your best behavior. You probably wonder
sometimes, Why can’t I just do whatever I want? But stop and think
about all that your parents are doing for you. There’s alot of work and
responsibility that goes into keeping you fed and clothed and learning
and healthy and safe—and I bet you do have tons of fun in the midst of
all that too, because your parents love you and want to give you nice
things and good experiences. Be sure you show not just obedience and
respect for your parents but love and appreciation also. The Bible has
alot to say about how to treat your parents. ...

A wise child brings joy to a father;
a foolish child brings grief to a mother.

ProOVERBS 10:1 NLT
“Each of you must show great respect
for your mother and father.”

LeviTicus 19:3 NLT
My children, listen when your father corrects you.
Pay attention and learn good judgment.

PROVERBS 4:1 NLT

Obey the teaching of your parents— always keep it
in mind and never forget it. Their teaching will guide
you when you walk, protect you when you sleep,

and talk to you when you are awake.

PRroOVERBS 6:20-22 CEV



Children with good sense accept correction from their

parents, but stubborn children ignore it completely.
PrOVERBS 13:1 CEV

Don’t be a fool and disobey your parents.
Be smart! Accept correction.

PrOVERBS 15:5 CcEV

“Honor your father and your mother, that
your days may be long upon the land which
the Lorp vour God is giving you.”

Exopus 20:12 NKJV

Pay attention to your father, and don’t neglect your
mother when she grows old. Invest in truth and
wisdom, discipline and good sense, and don’t part
with them. Make your father truly happy by living
right and showing sound judgment. Make your

parents proud, especially your mother.

ProveERBs 23:22-25 CEV

Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is
right. “Honor your father and mother” (this is the
first commandment with a promise), “that it may go

well with you and that you may live long in the land.”

EPHESIANS 6:1-3 ESV

Sometimes you might have a major worry for a family member—do
you have aloved one who is sick? Maybe an aunt who’s fighting cancer



or a grandparent who has to live in a nursing home? Jesus cares so
much about them, and He is working on a place for us where there will

never be any more pain and sickness and suffering.

Then I saw “a new heaven and a new earth,” for the
first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and
there was no longer any sea. I saw the Holy City, the
new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God,
prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her
husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne
saying, “Look! God’s dwelling place is now among the
people, and he will dwell with them. They will be his
people, and God himself will be with them and be
their God. ‘He will wipe every tear from their eyes.
There will be no more death’or mourning or
crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed
away.” He who was seated on the throne said,

“I am making everything new!”

REvVELATION 21:1-5 NIV

If you have a loved one who is suffering, do you know if they’'ve
accepted Jesus as their Savior? If not, think of ways you could share
His love and the Gospel with them. (If you need help with this, go to

page 25 on how to be sure you have Jesus as your BFF.)

.ﬁVp Write Abeul W L4

How can you show more love for your family today?
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IT ALL MATTERS TO JESUS °%

Your family matters to Jesus.
Giving time and attention to alittle sibling matters to Jesus.

Respecting an older sibling’s stuff and space matters to

Jesus.

Obeying your parents, even when it’s hard, matters to Jesus.
Your family members who are sick matter to Jesus.

Your family’s financial needs matter to Jesus.

Missing your family who are far away matters to Jesus.

Appreciating and showing love to your family matters to

Jesus.
Forgiveness matters to Jesus.

Taking care of each other matters to Jesus.
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Who in your family needs to experience God’s love in a big way?



\ACAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAN/AVAN/AY

BFFs and Bulies and
Everyone in Between

Who’s your BFF? Do you have just one or a whole bunch? Or maybe
you're wishing you could find one. Well, before we go any further,
don’t ever forget who wants to be your #1, Top of the List, Best Friend
Forever—

Jesus.

Just so we have this clear, have you asked Him to be your BFF? If
you haven’t, do you know how? It’s so simple and fantastic to accept
Hislove and forgiveness and ask Him to be your Savior and your very

best friend. If you never have, then pray a prayer like this right now:

Dear God, I need You. I know that I mess up and
do the wrong thing, but I believe Jesus died on the
cross for my sins, and then He rose again and is alive
right now. Please forgive me for all my mistakes and
be my Savior. Please be my best friend forever and
help me to follow You! Thank You for loving me and
helping me. Thank You that everything about me

matters to You. In Jesus’ name, amen.

(Check out these scriptures to help you understand—John 3:16;
Romans 3:23; Romans 6:23; Romans 5:8; Romans 10:9-10.)

When Jesus is your BFF, He wants to help you in all your other
friendships too. Have you had a fight with a friend recently? Has
someone you thought was a good friend been ignoring you lately?
Has afriend started acting so differently that you’re not even sure you
want to be friends anymore? Has a close friend moved away and you

miss her terribly?



All these things matter to Jesus.

Or maybe you’re blessed and nothing is going wrong with your
friends right now, and you are thrilled to have one awesome BFF or
maybe more than one! Great! Jesus wants us to have good friends, get
along them, love them, and live in peace with them. Check out these

verses from His Word:

A friend loves at all times.

ProvVERBS 17:17 N1V

There are “friends” who destroy each other,

but a real friend sticks closer than a brother.

ProvERBS 18:24 NLT

The heartfelt counsel of a friend is as

sweet as perfume and incense.

PrRoOVERBS 27:9 NLT

Two are better than one, because they have a good
return for their labor: If either of them falls down,
one can help the other up. But pity anyone who falls
and has no one to help them up. Also, if two lie down
together, they will keep warm. But how can one keep
warm alone? Though one may be overpowered,
two can defend themselves. A cord of three

strands is not quickly broken.

EcCCLESIASTES 4:9-12 NIV



As iron sharpens iron, so a friend sharpens a friend.

PRrOVERBS 27:17 NLT

Unfortunately, things do go wrong with friends sometimes because
we’re all human and none of us is perfect—no matter how much we
wish that we were.

Sometimes friends will make you feel left out and lonely. When
that happens, talk it out with a parent or other trusted grown-up and
see if there are ways you can work it out with that friend. And always
remember that God has said, “Never will I leave you; never will I forsake
you” (Hebrews 13:5 n1v). If there are times where you feel left out by
friends, use that time to get closer to God. Let Him show you how much
Heloves you by spending extra time reading your Bible and listening
to music that praises Him. You can also use the time to find ways to
help others more, and you might be surprised at how God brings new
friends into your life.

Ifyou’re not beingleft out, be thankful, and be careful not to leave
someone else out. Be sensitive to ways that other friends feel, and
find ways to include them if you think they’re feeling like an outsider,
whether it’s at school or at church or on the playground or during a
dance class or a team sport.

Do you feel like your friends are always getting you into trouble
or pressuring you to do things that you know you shouldn’t? Are there
boys wanting to be more than just friends or other girls pressuring you
to be more than just friends with a boy? Then here’s the deal: you ab-
solutely need to make some new friends and let the troublemakers go.

The Bible says in 1 Corinthians 15:33, “Don’t fool yourselves. Bad
friends will destroy you” (cev).

And in Proverbs 13:20 it says, “Wise friends make you wise, but
you hurt yourself by going around with fools” (cev).

Do you have friends who pick on you or tease too much—or maybe



they’re not friends at all but downright bullies? Don’t ever be afraid to
gethelp from a parent, teacher, or other trusted grown-up in cases like
this (no matter how much the bully threatens to make you miserable
if you do), and remember that God sees and knows the hurt done to
you. His Word says this:

Never take revenge. Leave that to the righteous anger
of God. For the Scriptures say, “I will take revenge; I
will pay them back,” says the Lorp. Instead, “If your

enemies are hungry, feed them. If they are thirsty,
give them something to drink. In doing this, you will
heap burning coals of shame on their heads.” Don’t let

evil conquer you, but conquer evil by doing good.

RomaNs 12:19-21 NLT

Sometimes you've done the best you can and a friend still hurts or
betrays you or bullies you too much—and you finally just have to let
them go. Jesus knows these things will happen. He cares about your
hurts, and He cares about your knowing that He is the one true friend
who will never let you down.

With Jesus as your Savior, remember your purpose here on earth
is to live in relationship with Him and share His love. Do your best to
beloving and kind to everyone who comes into your life, for whatever
time you get to count them as a friend, confident that nothing and no

one can ever take away your greatest friend of all—Jesus.

God loves you and has chosen you as his own
special people. So be gentle, kind, humble, meek,
and patient. Put up with each other, and forgive

anyone who does you wrong, just as Christ has



forgiven you. Love is more important than anything

else. It is what ties everything completely together.

CoLOSSIANS 3:12-14 cEV
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How can you be a better friend?
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IT ALL MATTERS TO JESUS °%

Being your #1, top-of-the-list BFF matters to Jesus.
Having good friends matters to Jesus.

Staying away from troublesome friends matters to Jesus.
When you feel left out, it matters to Jesus.

Including others and being a good friend matters to Jesus.
When you feel bullied, it matters to Jesus.

When youlose a friend, it matters to Jesus.

Being kind to those who are unkind to you matters to Jesus.
Not seeking revenge matters to Jesus.

Drawing closer to Him when you feel alone matters to Jesus.
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Have you ever been bullied? How did you handle it?





